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= Papiſts having awaken'd 
the [Jealouſy of rhe Govern- 
ment againſt them, by their 
execrable Conſpiracy againſt 

15 the Proteſtant Religion, in the 
Reign of King Charles II. 


the Sacramental Teft was appointed to pre- 
vent Fopiſh Recufants accepting Offices of 
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publick Truſt: But this laudable Intention 
of rhe Legiſfators, was diſappointed by the 


n of our Enemies, in fixing the 
4 N A 2 Name 


—— . — — — 
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Name Recuſant on Proteſtant Diſſenters, 4 


and making them uncapable of any Place 
of Truſt in the Government, while the 
Papiſts were ſecured from the Dint of this 
Law, behind their Retrenchments of Par- 
dons and Indulgences. / 
And 'twas not long before it became ve- 
ry viſible, that the Law aforeſaid was no 
Barrier againſt Coen but on the con- 
trary, opened t Door much wider for let. 
ting it in upon us, by creating inteſtine 
Heats and Animoſities among Proteſtants; 
and one would think this might have been 
a good Reaſon for repealing the Teſt-Act 
long ago; but nevertheleſs, there are Abun- 
dance of ſtrenuous Advocates for it (till, 
ſome upon one Account, and ſome on ano- 
ther, as it ſuits their different Humours 
and Intereſts. As for Example, 

1. All Rakes and Infidels are againſt a bo- 
liſning the Teſt-Act, becauſe it incapaci- 
tates Diſſenters from bearing Office, Who 
they ſuppoſe would be too officious in ex- 
ecuting the Laws againſt Vice and Pro- 
phaneneſs, if they were in Power. 

2. All Papiſts highly approve of the 
Teſt-· Act, becauſe it divides Proteſtants, and 
keeps open a Way for the more eaſy Reſto- 
ration of Popery into theſe Kingdoms, one 
Time or other. If it be objected, That the 
Papiſts were really galled by the rags 
r Wan 
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1 foraſmuch as King James the 2d would 


have had it repealed. I anſwer, It was not 


that the Papiſts needed ſuch a Repeal to 
: eaſe their Conſciences, but his View in it 


was only to let looſe the Diſſenters upon the 


Church of England, in Hopes they would 
have facilitated his Endeavours for the Extir- 
\ pation of the Proteſtant Religion. 


3. The Nonjurors are ſtrenuous Advo- 


cates for the Te/?, that ſome Part of the 
Diſſenters may be prevailed on to take the 


Sacrament in the right Way, and not be 
damned all in a Lump, for Want of valid 


' Ordinances: For they ſuppoſe that no Or- 


dinances are effectual to Salvation but theirs, 


 foraſmuch as they only have received va- 


lid Orders, in a lineal Succeſſion from St. 
Peter. | 


But to obviate this blind Zeal, I muſt re- 


monſtrate, that no Proteſtants can trace their 
Holy Orders farther back than the Reforma- 
tion. 
the firſt Reformers derived from the Pope's 
Conſecration, it was afterwards rendred in- 
valid by his Excommunication. For if he 


For what Spiritual Character ſoever 


had Authority to grant ſuch Orders, he had 


Power to revoke them again, Or if ſuch 
Ex communication is not to be regarded by 
Proteſtants, becauſe they believe the Pope 
to be Antichriſt, neither is his Inſtitution to 
Sacred Orders to be reputed valid, for the 


ſame 
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fame Reafon. Or if any Perfon affirms, that 


Antichrift has the Apoſtolical Right of con- 
Sacred Orders, becauſe he poſſeſſes 


ferring 
the Seat of the antient Orthodox Biſhops 
of Rome ; he approves of all thoſe Corrup- 


tions of the See of Rome, that have fixed 


on her the execrable Name of Ant ichriſt. 

Now if our High-church Clergy can- 
not trace their Orders beyond the Refor- 
mation, it will follow, that Diffenting Mi- 
nifters have as valid Orders as they. For 
that very Part of the Epiſcopal Clergy 
which were driven from their Pulpits by 
the ct of Uniformity, were the immediate 
Predeceſſors and Ordainers of the preſent 
Diſſenting Minifters, 

05. But you will ask me, whence had the 
firſt Reformers their Spiritual Character, 
if not from the See of Rome? 

An. J anfwer, They were true Goſpe / 
Presbyters, as they were furniſned with 
Gifts and Graces for the Sacred Function, 
and by Conſequence had Authority to or- 
dan other Presbyters, as appears by As rr. 
x9, 20, 21. compared with As 2. 41. 
where *tis ſaid, that the firſt five thouſand 
Canverts, who received the Holy Ghoſt at 
the Time of Pextecoff, were fuddenly ſcat- 
ter d, by a violent Perfecution that aroſe 
about Stephen, into diftant Parts of fa, 
preaching the Goſpel, and turning many _ 

t 
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the Lurd. Now as none can ſuppoſe that 
theſe who were inſpir'd by the Holy Ghoſt, 
2: were ordained alſo by the Impoſition of 
Hands of the Apoſtles, ſo none can deny 
that theſe were true Goſpel Presbyters, and 
had as good Authority to ordain others as 
: thoſe that afterwards were ordained by the 
Impoſition of Hands: For, as tis ſaid in the 


Place before quoted, That the Hand of the 


Lord was with them, ſo ſuch Divine Appro- 


{bation was alone ſufficient, to juſtify their 
Authority as Pre-sbyters. Now to apply 
this Inſtance to the Cafe in Hand, our fi 
Reformers being well, furniſhed with Gifts 

nd - Graces; for the Sacred Function, end 
the Hand of the Lord being with then, 
to ſucceed their Miniſtrations, they were 


true Goſpel Preshyters, and had Authority 
to ordain others, without Regard to their 
Credentials obtained from the See of Rome. 


Obj. But if the Epiſcopal Conſecration of 


yle of Biſhops, in that he made them 
3 over the Clergy in their 
n Provinces, but it does not thence 
llow, that ſuch magiſtratical Power is an 
Pact of their Spiritual Character; for ſuch 
| Power 


— et ee - - — — 


v2 


Power istemporary, depending on the Ki ng's 4 
Pleaſure, but a Spiritual Character (ſuch ! 


as the Office of Presbyter) is indelible, ® 
becauſe it proceeds from the Holy Ghoſt. 


Nor would I hereby be ünderſtood, that 


Impoſition of Hands conveys the Holy 


Ghoſt now, as it did before the Canon f 
Scripture was fealed ; for tho? the Apoſties 
uſed the Impolition of Hands, as a Symbol 
of imparting the Holy Ghoſt, yet when 


that extraordinary Effuſion of the Hol 


. Ghoſt ceaſed, that Ceremony ceaſed alſo N 
to be à ſymbolical Rite of conveying the 


Holy Spirit. However, it has been con- 
tinued in Uſe ever ſince, at Ordinations, 
as a civil Sign, to demonſtrate the joynt 
Approbation of the Presbytery, concerning 
the Candidate's Abilities for the Sacred 
Function, and not as a ſymbolical Rite; 
for it cannot be ſuppoſed that Men not in- 


ſpired, ſnould be able to convey the Holy 


Ghoſt to others, by Impoſition of Hands. 
05j. But the Office of Biſhop is ſuperior to 
that of Presbyter, becauſe the High-Prieſt 
under the Law, had a different Form of 
Confecration, and was adorned with pom- 
pous Veſtments, to denote his Superiority 


to other Prieſts. | | 
2A. It was an Abomination under the 


1 


» 
o 
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Law, for a Man to wear a Linnen Ephod 


(or Surplice as we call it) before he was 
Cit 
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circumciſed. And therefore 'tis abſurd, far 
any Man that is uncircumciſed, to pretend 
the Neceſſity of wearing Aaronical Veſt- 
ments, or receiving Sacerdotal Unction 
for Goſpel-Miniſtrations. But to come near- 
er the Point; The High Prieſt was only a 
Hype of Chriſt the Biſhop of our Souls (as 
he is called, 1 Pet. 2.25.) and not a Pat- 
tern for Prelates under the Goſpel-Conftitu- 
tion; for our Lord poſitively forbids Prelacy, 
Mat. 20, 21—27. When two of his Diſ- 
eiples, the Sons of Tebedee, deſired to be 
made Prelates, or to have Precedency above 
the reſt, Chriſt anſwers, It ſball not be ſo 
among you, for he that would be chief, let 
him be the Servant of all. 
O. But they reply; The Office of Biſhop 
is expreſly recorded as the Practice of the 
Primitive Church, eA#s 20. 28. Take heed 
to the Flock over which the Holy Ghoſt has 
made you tmaxonss, i. e. Overſeers or Bi- 


| you 
wh The Office of Biſhop and Presbyter 
are the very ſame thing, for in 1 Tim, 3. at 
the beginning, we read that the Office of a 


* Biſbop is to rule the Church well. And in 
? 1 Iim. 5. 17. thoſe that rule the Church well, 
are called Elders or Presbyters : So that Bi- 
© ſoop and Presbyter are ſynonimous Terms, 
Which alſo is confirmed by Church-Hiſtory, 
2 as Sir Peter Ring has * proved 5 
; is 
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his Diſcourſe on the Primitive Church, 


4. Our worthy Patriots can hardly be per- 


ſwaded to part with the Teſt, for (ſay they) 
it ſaved us once from Popery, and may do 
ſo again one time or other. 


But theſe may remember, that our Pre- 


ſervation from Popery during the Reign of 
King James II. (the time of Danger they 


hint at) was wholly owing to the Revoluti. 


on, and not at all to the Te- t; for if that 
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could have ſaved us, why could not our 


Church truſt to it for once in that time of 
Danger, and the firſt time too that we ſeem- 
ed to need it? Or why did they riſe up a- 
gainſt their Rightful and Lawful King? 
For the Teſt-Act was in its full Force at 
that time. But they rightly judged it was 
of no Uſe to Proteſtants under a Popiſh 
King, becauſe he would always diſpence 
with the Penalties of the ſaid Act, rather 
than miſs of proper Miniſters to execute his 
Orders, and therefore (according to the Ex- 
ample of the Republicans in Forty One) they 
betook themſelves to the Dernier Reſort, 
VIZ. eA Revolution. Or tho? the Teſt-AQ 


were never ſo great a Security to Proteſtants. 


under a Popiſh Reign, yet now our Monar- 
chy is limited to the Proteſtant Line, we 
have no need of it at all; for a Proteſtant 
King will for his own, as well as his Peo- 
ple's Safety, put none but Proteſtants into 

| Places 
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; Places of Power and Truſt, who may be. 


better diſtinguiſh'd to be ſuch by a good 
Character of their Life and Converſation, 


than by their receiving the Sacrament occa- 
2 fionally, as it ſerves their Intereſt ; for as 
* ſuch kind of Compliance favours of Hypo- 
criſy, ſo ſuch Perſons ſeem of all Men the 
* moſt unfit for a publick Truſt, becauſe if a 
Man will diſſemble with God, tis not pro- 


bable he will be faithful ro his King. 
Obj. The Teſi-eAtt was a conſiderable 


Hedge againſt Popery, becauſe many Pa- 


piſts in King James's Reign ſcrupled to qua- 


lify themſelves for Preferment by taking our 


Sacrament. 
Anſ. Tis hardly probable that ever any 


Papiſt miſt an Opportunity of Preferment, 


merely for want of taking our Sacrament, 
For as they think our Clergy no better than 
Laymen, fo they believe our Sacrament no 
Euchariſt, for want of ſufficient Conſecra- 
tion; and by conſequence they can with 
a ſafe Conſcience take our Sacrament as 
common Bread and Wine, whenever they 
have Preferment in View. Or if any hap- 
pen to feel Remorſe for ſo doing, they can 
ealily obtain Pardons and Indulgences 
to quiet their Conſciences. Therefore as 
the Holy Sacrament was never deſign- 
ed for a Criterion, to diſtinguiſh a good 


Proteſtant from a Papiſt ; ſo our Depen- 
B 2 dance 
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dance on it as a Qualification for Offices a#- | 
der the King, is ſuch a Deluſion as may 
prove fatal to the Publick in the Event, if 
the Teſt-A& be continued. . 4 

5. The Low-Cherch Clergy are loath to 
part with the Teſt-Act, in hopes that it 
my in time bring the Diſſenters to Church, i 
and there by cute the preſent Schiſm among 


t 

t. 

1 

I 

8 

Proteſtants. To whom I anſwer, 1 
eAnſ. The Teſ-Act has been in Force near 2 
Forty Years, and if there had been any viſi- 
1 

! 

( 

| 

| 

| 

f 

f 

{ 
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ble Abatement of the Number of Diſſenters 
in all this time, perhaps the Schiſm com- 
plained of might be remedied in five hun- 
dred Vears more: But inſtead of Abatement, 
the Number of Diſſenters is much increaſed, 
and that too by means of the Teſt-eAct. 
For when known Rakes, Atheiſts and Infi- 
dels are admitted to the Church-Communi- 
on, it happens, ſome pious People are of. 
fended, and thereupon withdraw to diſſen- 
ting Congregations, where no Infidels have 
any Temptation to come. 

Beſides, tis not worth while for the | 
Church to receive ſuch a ſort of Profelytes 
as cannot be won by any other Motives but 
Preferment, For as thoſe who followed 
Chriſt for Loa ves were not his true Diſci- 
ples, To thoſe who partake of the Lord's 

upper with any other View but Spiritual 
Edification, are not in that the Followers of 
ET Chriſt, 
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* Chriſt, and by conſequence are a Difcredit 


ro the Church that embraces them. 


Moreover, our Church has a wrong No- 
tion of Schiſm, if they call Proteſtant Diſſen- 


ters Schiſmaticks. For if they mean, that a 
Difference in the external Form of Worſhip 


* is Schiſm, then all the Parochial Clergy are 
* Schiſmaticks : becauſe their Form of Wor- 
© ſhip differs from that in Cathedrals, as much 
as the Diſſenting way of Worſhip from the 
Parochial. Or if they mean a Difference in 
Eſſential Points of Faith; that is not Schiſin, 
but Hereſy, which the Church have never 
charged the Diſſenters with yet, but ra- 
ther allow them to be right in Fundamen- 
tals. Or if a Diſſent to Three of the Thir- 
ty Nine Articles be what they call Schiſm, 
then our Clergy are much the greater Schiſ- 
waticks, for they being for the moſt part 
eArmimans in Judgment, cannot yield un- 
teigned Aſſent and Conſent to Eight of the 
Thirty Nine Articles, vis. the 9th, 10th, 
11th, 12th, 13th, 17th, 19th, 35th. Or, 
Laſtly, If they mean by Schi/m, abſenting 
from the Pariſh-Church, and frequenting 
other Places of Worſhip, they muſt blame 
themſelves as the Cauſe of it. For when 
they turn'd out two Thouſand good Prea- 
chers from the Church Pulpits by the eA# 
& Uniformity, great Numbers of their Com- 
* thought it their Duty to —_— 
1 


F 
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ftill to their Quondam Paſtors, following ö 
them to Meeting-houſes, and this not out 
of a factious Humour (as ſome fancy) but 


leſt they ſhould ſeem to be guilty of Real 


Schiſm, in deſerting their godly Paſtors 


without juſt Cauſe. 


* F A. 
W wands 


6. The Occafſiona] Conformiſt is againſt 7? 


repealing the Te/?-eA&#, for (ſays he) why 


can't other Diſſenters take the Church Sa- 


crament as well as I ? for. I make Conſci- 
ence of my Ways as well as they : Or why 
{hould they expect to be qualified for Prefer- 
ment upon eaſier Terms than I had? To 
theſe I anſwer, that he who is ſatisfied to 
take the Church Sacrament 1s really no 
Diſſenter, for that which denominates a 
Man a Diſſenter, is his ſcrupling the Church 
Communion, and therefore the Occaſional 
Conformiſt's Caſe differs from that of the 
Diſſenters. | 

Beſides, one Man's Conſcience is no 
Rule for another's Practice; for other wife 
a Papiſt might argue, that becauſe he thinks 


it his Duty to pray to the Virgin Mary, there- 
fore all Proteſtants may with a good Con- 


{cience do ſo too. 


Laſtly, Suppoſe the Diſſenter's ſcrupling 
the Church Sacrament be an Error, yet no 
Churchman ought to inſult him for an er- 
roneous Conſcience, but rather to pity him 
as unqualified for Preferment, becauſe h: 


cannot 
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cannot comply with the Sacramental Teſt, 
and even for his Sake, not to oppoſe the re- 


ut pealing of the Teſt-Act, but to promote it 
al even for their own Reputation Sake, other- 
IIs 2 wiſe if they inſiſt upon denying the Diſſen- 
ter Neighbour's Fare, by pleading for a 
1ſt Continuance of the Teſt, the cenſorious 
hy World will be apt to interpret it a greedy 
a- # Deſire in them to engroſs all the Sun-ſhine 
ci- of the Government to themſelves. 
ny Laſtly, Even the Diſſenters themſelves 


r- ſeem to conſent to the Continuance of the 
o Teſt-Act (if Silence may be interpreted 
to Conſent) for they never yet petition'd the 
no Government for Relief under ſo heavy a 
a _ Grievance, though they have very good 
: Reaſons to ground ſuch a Petition upon. As 
al for Example, 


1//. REASON. | 
The Teſt-· Act eſtabliſhes what the Church 
of England profeſſes to abhor, vis. Perſe- 
cution for Conſcience Sake. For as the Diſ- 
franchiſement of free Denizens of England, 
n- j from their uſual Livelihood, is a very ſevere 
Penalty, fo the inflicting it on ſuch only as 
have tender Conſciences, is Perſecution for 
> Conſcience Sake, at leaſt all the Epiſcopalians 
- > thought ſo in Oliver Cromwells Time, when 
they were made incapable of Preferment, for 


not taking the SoJemn League and Covenant. 
J . 24, 
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24, REASON. | 

The Teſt-AQ is the manifeſt Occaſion 
of- that prodigious Growth of Atheiſm, 
Deifm, and Prophanegeſs, that has been 
remarkable in this laſt Age. For it muſt | 
needs give the People a very mean Idea 
of Revealed Religion, when they ſee the © 
great Solemnity of it made a common Pro- 
ſtitute to Mammon. And who knows but 
this may be the eACHAN for which God 


has had a long Controverſy with us? For 


as the frequent Prophanation of the Lord's 
Supper contracts National Guilt, while the 
Law of the Land encourages ſuch Propha- 
nation by the Views of Preferment, ſo the 
long Train of waſting Calamities upon us, 
ever ſince the Act for Sacramental Qualifi- 
cation commenc'd, may give us juſt Suſpi- 
cions, that this is the Cauſe for which the 
Wrath of God is gone out againſt us. 4 


3d. RE ASO N. A 

The Church of England promiſed large 
Favours to the Diſſenters in King James 
Time, if they would ftand by her, and 
not conſent to repeal the Teſt in that 
dangerous Conjuncture: And they having 
honeſtly performed their Part of the A 


ment, it now remains that they put the 


Church in Mind of her Promiſe. — | 
hat: i 


E 


ſhe reply, That the Toleration is ample 
Amends for that Service ; I anſwer, King 
James put the Diſſenters in Poſſeſſion of 
the Toleration, which the Clergy of Exglaud 
ſo far regretted, that they would never ſuf- 
fer the Pcnal Laws to be repealed, when 
they were courted to it in the next Reign. 
Moreover, in Queen Aune's Time they 
added two new Penal Statutes more, which 
almoſt evacuated the Toleration. Therefore 

the great Favour for which the Proteſtant 
Diſſenters are to thank the Church, is yet 


behind. 
: 4th. REASON. 
I be Teſt-Act inſtead of ſhutting the 
Dor againſt Popery, had almoſt let it in 
upon us like a Torrent the laſt Year. For 
as the greateſt Part of the People have a 
> ſuperſtitious Opinion that the Sacrament 
converts the unconverted, ſanctifies the 
profane, turns Papiſts into good Proteſtants, 
and makes Knaves honeſt Men, fit to be 
truſted in all Matters of high Importance; 
ſo under the unſuſpected Diſguiſe of Sacra- 
mental Qualification, the Jacobite Party got 
into high Poſts of Truſt, and by that means 
had it almoſt in their Power to deliver us 
bound Hand and Foot, into the Diſpoſal of 
the Pretender : But Thanks be to God, for 
ſending us a wiſe King, ho by his early Pe- 
naetration into the —— Deſigns, and 
prudent Conduct, has prevented that fatal 
3 C | 
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Miſchief which threatned us. 


5th. REASON. 
The Diſſenters have been always zea- 
lous Aſſertors of the Proteſtant Religion and 
Civil Liberties, and are Loyal Subjects to 
King George (for not one of them was con- | 
cerned in the late Rebellion, either directly 
or indirectly) and therefore do not deſerve 7 
to be kept under Hatches as dangerous Per- 
ſons, nor to be treated as Aliens and Exiles © 
in their own native Country. 1 
But ſtill the common Cry againſt Diſſen- 
ters being reſtored to their Birth-right, is 
the Danger of the Church, if the Teſt-AQ 
be repealed. But this is a groundleſs and 
unreaſonable Jealouſy, for if the Diſſenters 
had ever thought it their Intereſt to hurt the 
Church of Exgland, they would not have 
let {lip the Opportunity of doing it, when 
they were even courted to it by K ing James, 
and while the bleeding Stripes of 30 Vears 
Perſecution prompted them to Revenge: 
but they, like good Chriſtians, preferr*d the 
Welfare of the Church of England to all 
other Conſiderations whatſoever, as know- 
ing themſelves to be of the ſame Faith in all 
Eſſential Points of Chriſtianity. Therefore 
the aforeſaid Suggeſtion againſt Diſſenters, 
is a malicious Artifice of the Popiſh Party, 
who like cunning Politicians, always amuſe * 


People with Danger from the wrong Cor- 
ner, 
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ner, that they may find-them leſs upon their 


Guard where the Attack is really intended. 
6th, REASON. | 
Religion and Politicks are eſſentially di- 


ſtinct from each other. Becauſe a Man fit 
to receive the Sacrament, may not be fit for 
T a Place in the Government. And on the 


other hand, a Man of great Ability in Pos» 


3 litical Aﬀairs, may be unfit to receive the 
TX Sacrament, Therefore as it is unreaſonable 
to make the Holy Sacrameat a Civil Teſt, 
ſo it muſt one time or other bring the Go- 
1 E 
of proper Inſtruments to act by. 


vernment under great Difficulties for want 


The Teſt-A& was made in K. Charles 


the IPd Reign, by way of Precaution againſt 
his Succeſſor, who was a Papiſt ; but now 
that Reaſon for appointing the Teſt is ceaſ- 
Zed, becauſe our Conſtitution now permits 
no more Papiſts to aſcend the Throne, 
and by Conſequence the Teſt-A& is of no 
Uſe now, whatever it was before. | 


8th. REASON. | 
The Nation is now threatned with an 


2 Invaſion from abroad, by Enemies that boaſt 
of great Numbers here ready to joyn them at 
Landing, and the Popiſh Cauſe being now 
entered upon its laſt Crifis, we have Reaſon 
to expect great Efforts will be made againſt 

the Proteſtant Cauſe; therefore tho? the 
, 27 Church-Whigs were able of themſelyes to 


ſur» 


>, 
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f ſurmount all the threatning Difficulties, yet 
8 the Event of War being uncertain, it can- 
i: not conſiſt with good Politicks, to tie up the 
. Hands of an hundred thouſand zealous Pro- 


4 teſtants, from oppoſing the common Enemy. 
if 9th. REASON. 
„ The Teſt-A& deprives the Clergy of 
the Power of the Keys, which the New Te- 
in ſtament allows them in 2 Cor. 5. 13. Put 
1 away that wicked Perſon from among you, i. e. 
18 from the Communion (as the Context | 
es) but the aforeſaid Law prevents the | 
6 rgy from ſhutting the Door againſt pro- 
nh 4. fane Communicants, if they are in queſt of 
3 Preferment; for if they have the Courage to 
1 debar a Drunkard, or any other profane 
1 Perſon, from the Sacra ment, they become 
q Fable to infinite Suits for Damages, from 
ſuch as happen to miſs the Opportunity of 
Preferment, for want of Sacramental Quali- 
fication, as Dr. Fowſler, , and many other 
bright Ornaments of the Engliſh Clergy} 
h. we been expoſed to upon this account, 
Now if the Teft-A& does implicitely deny 
the Clergy a diſcretionary Power of admit. 
tir'g to, and ſhutt ing out from the Commu. 2? 
nicm, they are thereby degraded from their 
ſpirituzl Character in the moſt Eſſential 
Par t of it, and by conſequence tis high-+time 
the Te. Het were aboliſhed, to prevent 
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f | fartl ier Dangerto the Church. 
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